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1. Ws have nvhvud our astimates bearing on the
situation in Vistasm' 18 the light of the contridutions 1o
e new Viatanm satimats which 1a due to the TAC on 17
July. The portlons of thess estimaates which relata to
Vietminh intsatisns and to the internal security sitaation
rammain substantially velid, but vome :adiﬂeat!oﬁn ia parti-
aular situstions are noted belew. |
2. Although ths Vietnamess Naticnal Army (about
142, 300 men} has made gradual progress in resrgantsation
md um {t otill could not delay an tuvasion of the
groatly superior Vietminh army (about 2635, 398 reguler
TN T3-F87 Cilaess Commuatst Capabllition and Probable
Ceursss of Action threngh 1960 (5 January 1956); HIE
$3.3+3-58: Prebabls Developments in Vietasm to July

1986 (13 Outeber 1938); and KIE $3.1-55: Probable Develop-
mants {n North Viatuam (19 July 1358),




- w) for more than §0 dxys north of the Ban Me Thuot-

Nb?rmuu (Su&cmulAmn ) .
3. Howsver, =5 cantinue te bcllm. as cm in NIE
1356 (Chinese Communist Capedilities and Probable Courses

of Agtion throagh 1960) that the Vieumink will ot lausch an &

" open {uavasien of South Vietnam, st least for the neut year
e so. Ths Commmaiste will bo rusnlnd'f':'m avert mili-
tary sq¢tion by fear of possible US countsraction and by the
vequirements of hsir present “peacsful” tactcs.

4. Wa seatinne to belisve that the ‘ﬂot:#hh -mhy stterspt
. oy wp armad resistioce within the South, poseidly
W by &o tufiltration of arenad peumﬂ ivem the
Rorth. Altbeugh our estizate of the pamber of armsd Viets
solak i the South is dawa 5 bit from last year's figure of
10,000, tha Vietmish probadly could develop a guerrills effort,
on such & seale as to deny large arvas o rural Viatasa to ;
© Vietaamsse costrel. Hewever, the sver-all sscurity situa-

" thon within ths South is improviag due to the increasing
oﬂuuﬁuu of Vistnam's military and socurity forees, e
sutension of ths Clvil Guard snd Sslf-Dafense Corps nytwork,
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‘and pelttical and sceaomic measures of the govarament.
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